
CAMDEN-WYOMING SEWER & WATER AUTHORITY
P.O. BOX 405, CAMDEN-WYOMING, DELAW2ARE 19934

Minutes of the Camden-Wyoming

Sewer and Water Authority

Regular Session - Authority Meeting

Held on March 13, 2007

Authority Members present: Mr. Michael Quinn

Mr. Mark Dyer

Mr. William Carnivale

Mr. Ron Hohrein

Mr. Gregory Harthausen

Mr. Lester Stillson

Also in attendance representing

the CWS&WA: Mr. Harold Scott, Authority Superintendent

Mr. Soheil Gharebaghi, P.E., Authority Engineer

Ms. Mary Sherlock, Esq., Authority Attorney

Public in Attendance: Mr. Snyder

Mr. Maly

Mr. McFann 

The Camden-Wyoming Sewer and Water Authority (CWS&WA) met at the CWS&WA’s office on

March 13, 2007. The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by the Chairperson, Mr. Quinn.

Reorganization:

Motion: Mr. Carnivale made a motion to nominate Mr. Quinn for the Chairperson position,

seconded by Mr. Stillson. Motion carried unanimously. 

Motion: Mr. Hohrein made a motion to nominate Mr. Dyer for the Chairperson position,

seconded by Mr. Harthausen. Motion carried unanimously. 

The Board Members were unable to elect a Chairperson with a majority vote. The three Board

Members from Camden voted for Mr. Dyer and the three Board Members from Wyoming voted for

Mr. Quinn.

Motion: Mr. Haethausen made a motion to close nominations for Chairperson, seconded by

Mr. Quinn. Motion carried unanimously. 

Mr. Quinn continued to serve the Board as an Acting Chairperson until a Chairperson could be

elected. Following discussion regarding voting methods, etc. it was decided to postpone the

Reorganization item until the Authority’s next Regular Meeting.

Motion: Mr. Dyer made a motion to continue the CWS&WA Board Reorganization until the

CWS&WA’s next Regular Meeting, seconded by Mr. Harthausen. Motion carried

unanimously. 
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Approval of Agenda: (March 13, 2007)

Motion: Mr. Stillson made a motion to approve the Agenda, seconded by Mr. Carnivale.

Motion carried unanimously.

Approval of Minutes: (December 12, 2006) 

Motion: Mr. Hohrein made a motion to approve the minutes of the Authority’s December 12,

2006, Regular Meeting, seconded by Mr. Carnivale. Motion carried unanimously.

Approval of Financial Statements:

Motion: Mr. Dyer made a motion to approve the Authority’s Financial Statements as

presented for the period ended December 31, 2006, subject to audit, seconded by Mr.

Harthausen. Motion carried unanimously. Copies of the Financial Statements are

available at the CWS&WA Office.

Committee Reports:

    o Public Relations Committee (PRC) Report:

Mr. Hohrein indicated that he was working with the Authority staff toward the establishment

of a CWS&WA world wide web page. Further details would be provided at the next Regular

Meeting. 

 

    o Storm Water Management Action Committee (SWMAC) Report:

There was no SWMAC report.

Maintenance & Operations Status (Superintendent’s Report):

Regarding the sanitary sewer service issue related to the Cooper Farm, Sunset Village, LLC,

and Southside Baptist Church properties, Mr. Scott reported that following meeting with the

representatives of the Town of Camden and the property owners, the Technical Feasibility

Study (TFS), which had been prepared for the project had been revised in accordance with

the comments made by the Town and the property owners. Specifically, Mr. Scott noted,

options for the payment of the CWS&WA sewer impact fees had been presented in the

revised TFS Dated March 13, 2007. Mr. Scott also noted that the property owners had agreed

to provide the CWS&WA with capacity for an additional 510 Equivalent Dwelling Units

(EDU’s) at the project’s proposed pump station. Mr. Scott reminded the Board that capacity

for 510 EDU’s had been provided to the property owners by the CWS&WA as a part of the

Lowe’s pump station project. Since the property owners, who had requested the additional

capacity at the Lowe’s pump station, had been, on account of excessive construction costs,

unable to use the Lowe’s pump station, Mr. Scott explained, in lieu of
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Maintenance & Operations Status (Superintendent’s Report, cont.):

reimbursing the Authority for the 510 EDU additional capacity; quid-pro-quo, the property

owners had agreed to provide the CWS&WA with 510 EDU capacity at their proposed pump

station, Mr. Scott added. The Authority agreed with the terms of the revised TFS, dated

March 13, 2007, and Authorized Mr. Scott to continue working with the project stakeholders

toward a developer’s agreement.

Regarding the proposed development of Tidbury Crossing at Mardells Farm, Mr. Scott noted

that Authority Engineer had corresponded with the representatives of Anderson Homes and

had answered the developer’s questions.

Mr. Scott indicated that, a meeting had convened at the office of Senator Still at which the

Mayors of the Towns of Camden and Wyoming had been in attendance regarding the

CWS&WA. Mr. Scott noted that neither he nor any of the CWS&WA representatives had

been made aware of, or invited to, the subject meeting. Mr. Scott commented that the

Authority had been chastised for not having been represented at the meeting. Puzzled, Mr.

Scott asked, rhetorically, how the Authority could have been represented if no one from the

Authority had been invited! Ms. Sherlock was asked by the Board to communicate with

Senator Still regarding this matter. It was noted that Ms. Sherlock’s communique  to Senator

Still ought to indicate the Authority’s interest in being included in discussions surrounding

any proposed legislation affecting the Authority.

Regarding the proposed development of Winterberry Woods at the Thomas Farm, Mr. Scott

noted that a letter had been received by the Authority Engineer from the representative of the

property owner indicating that the property owner would dedicate three existing farm

irrigation water wells at the farm to the CWS&WA. Mr. Scott was authorized by the Board

to evaluate the existing wells to determine yields, water quality, and the adequacy of the

existing wells to serve as public supply source water.          

Mr. Scott indicated that the Authority’s financial audit for the fiscal year ended September

30, 2006, had been distributed to the Board Members for their review and approval. Mr.

Scott noted that the Authority’s Accountant could be asked to attend the next Regular

Meeting to answer any questions regarding the audit.

  

Mr. Scott provided a historical background which led to a request by Kent County to

accommodated wastewater effluent from 28 EDU’s at Bison Road through the Authority’s

existing infrastructure. Mr. Scott indicated that the then Commissioner Blakey of Kent

County Levy Court, (who resides at Bison Road) had begun marketing the County’s sewer

services to the area of Bison Road and Lochmeath Way toward the creation of an extension

to Kent County’s sewer district No. 1 in the area. Mr. Scott indicated that the impact of the

County’s request on the Authority’s infrastructure as well as the terms of a potential

agreement with Kent County for this proposal would be evaluated. An updated report on this

matter would be presented at the Authority’s next Regular Meeting, Mr. Scott said. 
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Engineering Report:

Mr. Gharebaghi distributed a rate comparison analysis report comparing the Authority’s

residential water utility charges with those of Artesian Water Company and Tidewater

Utilities, Inc. It was noted that the CWS&WA’s charges were less than those of the above

water companies’.

Mr. Gharebaghi discussed the Town of Camden’s Ordinance #79 “Excavation” which had

been approved by the Town’s Mayor and Council on March 5, 2007. Clarification regarding

the intent of the Ordinance would be requested from the Town of Camden, Mr. Gharebaghi

added.

It was noted that the Town of Camden might plan sidewalk and street improvements at North

Main Street. In this regard, Mr. Scott indicated that the Authority needed to be advised of the

proposed project’s detail and schedules. Mr. Scott explained that the Authority would need

to coordinate sewer and water main improvements in the project area, since construction in

the alignment through the heavily urbanized downtown area could be difficult and costly.

The Authority would need ample time to plan for the project financing as well as

infrastructure construction, Mr. Scott added.

Mr. Gharebaghi indicated that according to the project engineers, Davis, Bowen and Friedel,

the proposed Town of Camden Town hall at the King property would be a Kent County

sewer customer. In this regard, it was noted that the future operators of the Town Hall would,

more likely, call on the CWS&WA rather than Kent County for sewer maintenance. The

Board members representing the Town of Camden agreed to discuss the matter with the

Town of Camden authorities, since there would be no physical or financial difference to the

Town of Camden whether the sewer account for the Town Hall were administered by Kent

County or CWS&WA.

Legal Report:

Ms. Sherlock reported that she had been contacted by Senator Still’s office with a request for

the Authority’s Articles of Incorporation. Ms. Sherlock was requested to transmit the

information requested by the Senator’s office. Ms. Sherlock indicated that, according to

reliable sources, Senator Still planned to introduce legislation affecting the operation of the

CWS&WA. In this regard, Mr. Dyer indicated that he had been in contact with Senator Still.

Mr. Dyer indicated that he had been assured by Senator Still that any proposed legislation

affecting the CWS&WA would be discussed with the CWS&WA Board prior to its

introduction.

Old Business:

Mr. Scott indicated that the water meter at an apartment house, at 205 E. Camden-Wyoming

Ave., had been tested and found accurate to within acceptable tolerances. The customer’s

billing would not be adjusted, Mr. Scott added.
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Old Business (cont.):

Mr. Scott also reported that Mr. Villabono’s water meter had been tested and the meter’s

accuracy had been confirmed. The billing for this customer would not be adjusted, Mr. Scott

added. To aid the property owner in better managing water usage at his rental property, the

account would be changed from residential to commercial, Mr. Scott said. Mr. Scott noted

that commercial accounts were billed on a monthly basis. 

 

New Business:

Mr. Carnivale indicated that he had been elected to serve the Town of Wyoming as a

Councilman. Mr. Carnivale indicated that he intended to resign his seat on the CWS&WA

Board. On behalf of the Board, Mr. Quinn thanked Mr. Carnivale for his services on the

CWS&WA Board and wished him success in his future endeavors.

Correspondence:

With the exception of those referenced above, there was no other correspondence.

Visitors’ Comments:

There were no visitors’ comments.

Adjournment:

Motion: Mr. Carnivale made a motion to adjourn the meeting , seconded by Mr. Hohrein.

Motion carried unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

The next Regular Meeting will be held on April 10, 2007, at 7:30 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
CAMDEN-WYOMING SEWER & WATER AUTHORITY

Ron Hohrein

Secretary


