
CAMDEN-WYOMING SEWER & WATER AUTHORITY
P.O. BOX 405, CAMDEN-WYOMING, DELAW2ARE 19934

Minutes of the Camden-Wyoming

Sewer and Water Authority

Regular Session - Authority Meeting

Held on May 8, 2007

Authority Members present: Mr. Mark Dyer
Mr. Gregory Harthausen
Mr. Lester Stillson
Ms. Jennifer Spence
Mr. Paolo Dellasandro

Also in attendance representing

the CWS&WA: Mr. Harold Scott, Authority Superintendent
Mr. Soheil Gharebaghi, P.E., Authority Engineer
Ms. Mary Sherlock, Esq., Authority Attorney
Ms. Kathy Andrews, CWS&WA Administration

Public in Attendance: Mr. Villabona
Mr. Buckson
Mr. Celiberti
Mr. Coffman
Mr. Carnivale
Mr. Eugene McFann
Mr. Michael McFann

The Camden-Wyoming Sewer and Water Authority (CWS&WA) met at the CWS&WA’s office on
May 8, 2007. The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by the Chairperson, Mr. Dyer.

Approval of Agenda: (May 8, 2007)

Mr. Dyer requested the addition of an item (d) under “New Business” pertaining to the possible
purchase of the property at 15 South West Street, Camden. Mr. Dellasandro requested the addition
of an item (b) under “Old Business” regarding the Authority’s employees’ manual.

Motion: Mr. Harthausen made a motion to approve the amended Agenda, seconded by Mr.
Stillson. Motion carried unanimously.

Approval of Minutes: (April 10, 2007) 

Motion: Mr. Harthausen made a motion to approve the minutes of the Authority’s April 10,
2007, Regular Meeting, seconded by Mr. Dellasandro. Motion carried unanimously.
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Approval of Financial Statements:

Mr. Harthausen noted that approximately 43% of the Authority’s projected budget had been used
in the first six months of the fiscal year. 

Motion: Mr. Harthausen made a motion to approve the Authority’s Financial Statements as
presented for the period ended March 31, 2007, subject to audit, seconded by Mr.
Dellasandro. Motion carried unanimously. Copies of the Financial Statements are
available at the CWS&WA Office.

Committee Reports:

There were no committee reports. 

Maintenance & Operations Status (Superintendent’s Report):

Mr. Scott reported that a necessary flow meter had been installed at the Nellie Stoke’s pump
station at a cost of approximately $5000.

Mr. Scott indicated that the Delaware Health and Social Services, Division of Public Health,
Office of Drinking Water (ODW) representatives had inspected the newly installed fluoride
saturator equipment at the Authority’s well #2. In this regard Mr. Scott anticipated that Well
#2 would be brought into automatic continuous service by the summer.

 Mr. Scott discussed the pump station maintenance equipment about which he had reported
at the Authority’s last Regular Meeting. Mr. Scott distributed the specifications of Atlantic
Machinery, Inc. equipment and indicated that the Authority was eligible for the State
discount program for the purchase of the sewer-vac truck. Mr. Scott noted that the cost of the
sewer-vac truck would be in the range of $253,000 to $275,000, depending on the selected
options.  

Regarding the Hydrant Maintenance Program, Mr. Scott indicated that of the Authority’s 220
fire hydrants, 85 had already been inspected and painted. Mr. Scott indicated that flow testing
and bonnet markings would follow the painting and maintenance of the hydrants.

Mr. Scott indicated that a 2-inch water main at Second Street in Wyoming had ruptured in
two separate places due to pipe aging. Mr. Scott indicated that Alpine Construction would
be providing the Authority with an estimate of costs to replace the old water main with a 6-
inch C-900, PVC pipe.  

Mr. Scott distributed a memorandum from Lisa O’Neal regarding residential sanitary tips and
discussed the difficulties experienced by the Authority’s maintenance staff in dealing with
adult wipes, etc.
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Maintenance & Operations Status (Superintendent’s Report, cont.):

Regarding the Bison Road sanitary sewer issue, Mr. Scott indicated that the Authority’s
Engineer and he had met with the Kent County Engineer. Mr. Scott indicated that,
unofficially, Kent County would prefer that the 28 homes along Bison Road  were served by
the CWS&WA. An updated report on this matter would be presented at the Authority’s
future Regular Meetings, Mr. Scott said. 

Engineering Report:

Mr. Gharebaghi indicated that, pursuant to Mr. Quinn’s recommendation during the
Authority’s last Regular Meeting, a CWS&WA facilities’ tour had been planned for
Saturday, May 12, 2007, between 8:30 a.m. and 11:45 a.m. for which invitations had been
sent to the officials of the Towns of Camden and Wyoming as well as the CWS&WA Board
Members.

Mr. Gharebaghi reported that Mr. Scott and he had met with the Honorable Mayor Rife of
the Town of Wyoming at which Mayor Rife had discussed the second phase of the
subdivision of the Greens at Wyoming and the annexation potentials of properties west of
the Town of Wyoming including land development proposals at the Abbott and Thomas
farms. 

Mr. Gharebaghi indicated that the Authority’s annual water quality report, also known as
Consumer Confidence Report (CCR) for 2006 was scheduled to be completed by the end of
June 2007.

Mr. Gharebaghi reported that he had received confirmation from ODW that the Authority’s
well #4 was not contaminated with dichlormethyl cyanide as had earlier been suspected in
connection with water quality testing related to Camdel Metals.

Legal Report:

Ms. Sherlock indicated that she had reviewed the Public Service Commission (PSC)
Regulation Docket No. 51 as well as Senate Bills 52 and 77 pertaining to water Certificates
of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN).  Ms. Sherlock indicated that the Authority did
not comment on the new regulations which had been mostly developed for public utility
companies and not municipal systems such as the CWS&WA.

Regarding the sanitary sewer service issue related to the Cooper Farm, Sunset Village, LLC,
and Southside Baptist Church properties about which Mr. Scott had reported during the
Authority’s March 13, 2007, Regular Meeting, Ms. Sherlock indicated that she had
communicated with the project proponents regarding the Authority’s sewer service
application processes.



1  Source: Minutes of the December 12, 2006, CWS&WA Regular Meeting

2   Source: Minutes of the March 13, 2007, CWS&WA Regular Meeting
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Old Business:

Mr. Villabona, who had appeared before the CWS&WA Board on December 12, 2006,
regarding high water usage in three apartments at 247 E. Camden-Wyoming Avenue, again,
explained his request for adjustments to his water and sewer billing (approx. $2,600). Mr.
Villabona indicated that, at his request, the water meter at the property had been tested and
found to have been working properly. However, Mr. Villabona continued, since, according
to his tenants, the high water usage was suspected to have resulted from outdoor pressure
washing, Mr. Villabona argued that the outdoor pressure wash water had probably not
discharged to the Authority’s sanitary sewer system and his billing should therefore be
adjusted to back out the sewer charges. Mr. Villabona requested to be permitted to pay one-
half of his sewer and water bill. Mr. Harthausen expressed that if the meter had been tested
and found to have been accurate, the high water usage at the property was an issue between
Mr. Villabona and his tenants, not the CWS&WA. Mr. Stillson expressed concern regarding
the precedence setting ramifications associated with any adjustments to Mr. Villabona’s
water and sewer billing.

Mr. Scott indicated that the accuracy of the water meter had been confirmed in accordance
with the American Water Works Association (AWWA) standards. Mr. Scott remarked that
faulty water meters usually register less, not more, than the actual water usage. Mr. Scott
indicated that, to assist the property owner in better management of the water usage at the
three-apartment property, the Authority had agreed to cost-share the installation of a new
commercial water meter allowing monthly billing for the account. This would alert the
property owner about irregular water usage on a monthly, rather than a quarterly, basis, Mr.
Scott added. Mr. Scott did not recommend any adjustments to the subject billing.

After discussion regarding Mr. Villabona’s matter the following was decided:

Motion: Mr. Stillson made a motion not to make any adjustments to Mr. Villabona’s sewer
and water billing, seconded by Mr. Harthausen. Motion carried unanimously.   

[Secretary’s notes regarding Mr. Villabona’s case; The following are excerpts from the previous

CWS&WA Regular Meetings as footnoted] 

“Mr. Villabono distributed his undated letter addressed to Mr. Scott and explained his request for relief from

having to pay high sewer charges due to high water usage registered by his property’s water meter. Following

discussion regarding Mr. Villabono’s request, Mr. Villabono was offered to have, at his request, the property’s

meter bench tested to confirm its accuracy.”1

“Mr. Scott also reported that Mr. Villabono’s water meter had been tested and the meter’s accuracy had been

confirmed. The billing for this customer would not be adjusted, Mr. Scott added. To aid the property owner

in better managing water usage at his rental property, the account would be changed from residential to

commercial, Mr. Scott said. Mr. Scott noted that commercial accounts were billed on a monthly basis.”2 



3 Source: Minutes of the March 13, 2007, CWS&WA Regular Meeting
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New Business:

James Olson - Disputing high water bill

Mr. Olson indicated that he had been billed $6,900 for water and sewer services to his four-
unit apartment building at 205 E. Camden-Wyoming Avenue for the 3rd quarter 2006 billing.
Mr. Olson argued that 750,000 gallons [for which he had been billed] could not have
possibly been used at the property. In support of his argument, Mr. Olson handed out copies
of photographs of water storage tanks visually demonstrating the volume of 750,000 gallons
of water. Mr. Olson also indicated that he had performed an experiment in which he had
measured the time required to fill a gallon jug with water from a garden hose, which
translated to 2.4 gallons per minute, Mr. Olson added. Mr. Olson indicated that according
to his calculations, 311,040 gallons of water would have been used by a full flowing garden
hose during a 90-day period. Mr. Olson indicated that he had been charged with more than
double the usage of the water quantity discharged by a full flowing garden hose during a 90-
day period and he insisted that this was impossible.

Mr. Olson indicated that he had consulted a legal council, and if necessary, he would file suit
against the CWS&WA pertaining to his case.

In response to Mr. Harthausen’s inquiry Mr. Olson indicated that subject property had been
occupied by six tenants in the four-unit apartment building.

Mr. Dellasandro asked Mr. Olson whether, in Mr. Olson’s estimation, it would be fair for the
Authority’s customers to have to pay for water usage registered at his property. Mr. Olson
suggested that by spreading the $6,900 billing, with which he had been presented by the
CWS&WA, all of the Authority’s customers could contribute/absorb the much smaller
additional charges, essentially subsidizing his $6,900 bill. Mr. Dellasandro disagreed with
Mr. Olson’s logic and said that the Authority’s customers should not be made to have to be
financially responsible for water usage registered at the properties of others.

After discussion regarding Mr. Olson’s matter the following was decided:

Motion: Mr. Stillson made a motion to table the consideration of the matter until the
Authority’s next Regular Meeting, seconded by Mr. Harthausen. Motion carried
unanimously.    

[Secretary’s notes regarding Mr. Olson’s case; The following is an excerpt from the previous

CWS&WA Regular Meetings as footnoted] 

“Mr. Scott indicated that the water meter at an apartment house, at 205 E. Camden-Wyoming Ave., had been

tested and found accurate to within acceptable tolerances. The customer’s billing would not be adjusted, Mr.

Scott added.”
3
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New Business:

Pete Celiberti - CR-Dover Athletic Club-requesting approval for Irrigation Well

Mr. Celiberti, representing the Pop Warner football organization, discussed the history of the
organization and indicated that the CRD Athletic Club, Inc. was a nonprofit organization.
Mr. Celiberti indicated that the athletic club was requesting the Authority’s approval for the
installation of an irrigation well to be installed for the two football fields within the
CWS&WA’s water utility service area. Mr. Buckson indicated that he had donated his
services to the Club by offering to install an irrigation system for the two football fields,
including a shallow 35-foot well with a one Horse Power irrigation pump delivering water
at 20 gallons per minute. Mr. Buckson beseeched the CWS&WA Board to approve the
athletic club’s request. 

It was noted that the Authority’s policy had been to permit irrigation wells for single family
residential land uses only. In this regard the Authority’s Attorney indicated that the
Authority’s approval could be conditioned on the land use remaining as football fields and
that the well permit would be revoked if the land use ever changed.

It was noted that an existing 2" water service line at the property needed to have a water
meter installed for potable water usage.    

After discussion regarding Mr. Celiberti’s matter the following was decided:

Motion: Mr. Stillson made a motion to approve the C.D. Athletic Club, Inc.’s request for
permission to install a shallow irrigation well at the Pop Warner football fields,
conditioned on the land use remaining as two football fields at the property and also
conditioned on the installation of a water meter at the existing water meter pit for
domestic water usage, seconded by Mr. Dellasandro. Motion carried unanimously.
 

Kathy Andrews-CWS&WA-Web Site- comments and suggestions requested

Mrs. Andrews distributed draft copies of the CWS&WA web site design and requested the
Board Members’ review and comments on the draft document.  Mrs. Andrews anticipated
that the web site design would be finalized in the near future.  Mr. Dyer commended Mrs.
Andrews for her diligent work on the Authority’s web site design. 

Possible purchase of property at 15 S. West Street, Camden

Mr. Dyer indicated that property directly across from the Authority’s office was being
auctioned in a Sheriff sale on June 7, 2007, at 10:00 a.m.  After discussion regarding the
matter the following was decided: 
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Possible purchase of property at 15 S. West Street, Camden (cont.)

Motion: Mr. Dellasandro  made a motion to authorize the Authority’s Chairperson to attend
the Sheriff’s sale for the property at 15 S. West Street and to bid up to an amount to
be specified in an Executive Session of the CWS&WA to be held following the
regular meeting, seconded by Mr. Harthausen.  Motion carried unanimously.

Correspondence:

Mr. Scott indicated that a request had been received from Mrs. Baird at Chapel Croft
regarding the developments’ cost share program.  Mr. Scott indicated that in 2004 it had been
made clear that the cost share offer had been for a limited time only.  Mr. Scott agreed to
communicate with Mrs. Baird and explain the Authority’s project deadline.

Visitors’ Comments:

Mr. Carnivale recommended that the Authority’s chairperson position ought to be held by
representatives of the towns of Camden and Wyoming on an alternating annual basis. An
annually rotating chairperson position held by the representatives of the two towns would
minimize the chances of a stalemate such as was experienced by the Authority in early 2007,
Mr. Carnivale added.

Mr. Carnivale thanked the Board for the approval of an irrigation well at the Pop Warner
football fields and indicated that he would pay for the water meter for that facility as his
contribution to the community.

Mr. McFann asked whether the CWS&WA facilities’ tour was open to the public. Mr. Dyer
welcomed the attendance of the interested members of the public provided the space in the
tour bus permitted the same.

Mr. McFann also asked about the handouts which were distributed from time to time to the
Board Members by the Authority’s staff and advisors and asked whether they were available
for review by the public. It was explained that the documents presented to the Board at
Regular Meetings would be made available to visitors at the discretion of the Board
Members. It was noted that the visitors and members of the public could observe, not
participate in, the Authority’s proceedings.   

Adjournment:

Motion: Mr. Stillson made a motion to adjourn the meeting into an Executive Session for the
discussion of legal matters, after which the Authority would not reconvene, seconded
by Mr. Harthausen. Motion carried unanimously.
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The meeting adjourned at 9:55 p.m.

The next Regular Meeting will be held on June 12, 2007, at 7:30 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
CAMDEN-WYOMING SEWER & WATER AUTHORITY

Jennifer Spence
Secretary


